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Good afternoon everyone, my name is Louis
Beauregard. 1 was on SWY13 as a member of the
Canadian Delegation.

| am very honored to be speaking to you today.
I have traveled all the way from Canada to thank
the Japanese government for this amazing
program and to show you how much I believe in
this program.

Thanks to the communication revolution, the

world is getting smaller and smaller.
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The earth’s population 1s growing, hunger and
child poverty is also increasing.

Countries are interacting with each other more
and more, yet there is still war.

E-mail allows people to chat with friends all
over the world, yet we don't know our neighbors
and the people in our own cities.

We live in a time where countries claim to want
world peace, equal rights and a healthy environ-
ment. But for most countries these are only used
to impress the voters.

But not in Japan, thanks to the Ship for World
Youth Program, Japan 1s doing what other coun-
tries only speak about. By educating the youth of
the world on the Nippon Maru, the future is look-
ing brighter. Thanks to the global friendships cre-
ated on board.

The Ship for World Youth gave me and my new
friends from 16 countries two very rare opportuni-
ties.

(A} The ability to see and understand 16 other
countries through the stories and experiences of

a person who lives there.

(B It gave me the opportunity to view my own
country through the eyes of someone else.

If you wanted to do one thing to solve the
world’s problems and make a more understanding
and happier environment for everyone, that is
what you would want to do.

You would want to have everyone on the planet
to meet face to face, shake hands and say...

Konnichiwa, Hello, Ola, Malo Elele, Bula,
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Bonjour, Ni Hao Ma!

You would want all the residents of earth to
come together and discuss world affairs and how
they do things at home. You would want them to
eal together, dance together, have adventures to-
gether, and cry together. And this is what the
Nippon Maru is doing every time it sails the ocean
blue.

Unfortunately it would sink with 6,000,000,000
people on it, but little by little we will make a big
difference.

In all of my world travels, | have not seen or
heard of any other program that comes close to
the excellence of the SWY. I only wish that more
countries would acknowledge and try to duplicate
this amazing program.

Before the ship program, I was unsure of what |
wanted to do with my life. | was a university stu-
dent who had hitch hiked 40,000km around the
world looking for answers to questions that con-
fused me 24 hours a day.

The ship program helped me clarify those ques-
tions, and helped me start answering them. My
new international friends helped me realize that |
can make a difference in the world. I now know
that waiting around for someone else to solve the
problems or to right a wrong is wasting time. |
now realize that everything is possible, and that it
only takes one person with a dream and faith, to
start making things happen.

| returned to Canada after the program with a

nice tan, thousands of pictures, 102kg luggage,
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and a mission.

The mission ..., to show people the world that
exists around them. To help them open their eyes
and minds to world issues and situations. I want
to do this in hopes of making people around me
and people | meet more accepting, caring, and ac-
tive.

The second part of my mission is to continue my
motivational speaking, witch 1 was doing before
the ship. By doing this | help other people create
a happier state of mind for them by showing them
the numerous possible solutions to problems they
face.

To begin accomplishing my mission | have got-
ten funding from my university to create on exhi-
bition. This exhibition will combine my 60 best
photographs, many photos from PYs and an as-
sortment of stories and culture descriptions from
as many of the 55 SWY participating countries as
possible. 1 will take this exhibit to as many
schools in as many countries as humanly possible.

| continue to give my motivational speaking in
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high school, unmiversities, and small companies.
Knowing that if I continue and work hard enough
that | will make a difference, just like my brothers
and sisters around the world who participated
with me in the ship for world youth program.

Everyday | am thankful to the Japanese people
and government for giving me the opportunity of
a lifetime. I hope that those of you who go on the
ship program in the future years make the best of
it, 1 hope it helps you decide your future, but
whatever happens always remember have fun and
smile.

[f you have any questions or want to talk with
me please do so after this presentation. And if
you would like to attend one of my motivational
talks, please come tomorrow to Kitazawa Town
Hall at 1:15 PM, in Shimokitazawa.

Everyone is welcome. Domo arigato gozaimasu.

Have a great day!!

- —r——————
The Ship for World Youth
PRE12F 1SRN
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